[Subintimal angioplasty: an alternative to open surgery of the lower limb chronic artery occlusion].
Based on recent literature data, subintimal arterial angioplasty, its indications and contraindications, methods and techniques, treatment results, and perspectives are introduced in this article. During the last two decades, with increasing human lifespan, more and more frequently a combination of progressive chronic lower limb ischemia, which is caused by occlusive disease, and severe condition occurs. In such cases, patients cannot be operated on. In Europe and the United States of America, patients undergo subintimal angioplasty. It is a minimally invasive technique for the treatment of lower limb occlusive disease, when without tissue incision, under local anesthesia, blood flow through damaged artery is normalized. Thus, the occlusion is removed without surgery, patient's quality of life is improved, and survival is increased.